34    BETWEEN TEARS AND LAUGHTER
Ribbentrop or Lord Linlithgow could not have improved upon this,
The innate belief in force was the reason why Athenian statesmanship failed in its strategy for peace. The Greeks did believe in a sort of Karma in the form of "Nemesis"; retribution followed hybris, "insolent violence." The Greek dramatists played upon the theme of the venge ful Nemesis of insolent success, but in internationa politics they were as good as blind, though no blindei than we are today.
There is something comically ^Esopian in that debate between the Athenians and the Melians, the former trying by threat and cajolery to induce the latter to join theii "World Union," and the latter praying to the former like mice praying to a cat to be denied the pleasure of physical absorption into the belly of the Athenian she-cat. Substitute the Hindus today for the Melians and we have a Thucydidean picture of modern politics:
Melians: It may be to your interest to be our masters, but how can it be ours to be your slaves?
Athenians: To you the gain will be that by submission you will avert the worst; and we shall be the richer for your preservation.
Melians: But must we be your enemies? Will you not receive us as friends if we are neutral and remain at peace with you?
Athenians: No, your enmity is not half as mischievous to us as your friendship; for the one is in the eyes of our subjects an argument of our power, the other of our weakness.*
After Winston Churchill had made a speech in the House of Commons on March 17, 1943, supporting Mr. Stanley, Secretary of State for Colonies, John Dugdale,
* Ibid., Bk. V, Ch. 92-95.